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boiled, and whenever they get into a sentence, the poor people's brains are turned, and they know no more what the preacher is talking about, than if he harangued them in Arabic. Take my word for it if you please ; but if not, when you get to England, desire the bettermost sort of people that you are acquainted with to read to you an act of parliament, which of course is written in the clearest and plainest style in which anything can be written, and you will find that not one in ten will be able to make tolerable sense of it. The language would have been an excellent language, if it had not been for the council of Nice, and the words had been well boiled.
"Here the company burst out into a fit of laughter. The Englishman got up and shook hands with the Swede: si non e vero, said he, e ben trovato* But, however I may laugh at it here, I would not advise you to tell this story on the other side of the water. So here's a bumper to Old England for ever, and God save the king."
ON YOUTHFUL PRODIGIES.
The accounts given of extraordinary children and adolescents frequently defy credence.1 I will give two well-attested instances.
The celebrated mathematician Alexis Claude Clairault (now Clairaut)2 was certainly born in May, 1713. His treatise on curves of double curvature (printed in 1731 )3 received
8 "If it is not true it is a good invention." A well-known. Italian proverb.
1 See page 86, note 3.
2 He was born at Paris in 1713, and died there in 1765.
8 Recherches sur les courbes a double courbure, Paris, 1731. Clai-raut was then only eighteen, and was in the same year made a member of the Academic des sciences. His Elemens de geometric appeared in 1741. Meantime he had taken part in the measurement of a degree in Lapland (1736-1737)- His Trait e de la figure de la terre was published in 1741. The Academy of St. Petersburg awarded him a prize for his Theone de la lune (1750)- . His various works on comets are well known, particularly his Theone du mouve-ment des cometes (1760) in which he applied the "problem of three bodies" to Halley's comet as retarded by Jupiter and Saturn.